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FREDERICK CARLOS EASTMAN 

The cause of the classics in the Middle West suffered a stunning 
blow when a speeding automobile near Iowa City on August 4 
crushed out the life of Professor Eastman. 

Professor Eastman had been intimately connected with the 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South since its 
beginning. He was the first vice-president for Iowa in this associa- 
tion and was president of the association in 1910. As vice-president 
for Iowa he spent a great deal of time and effort in organizing the 
classical interests of the state; and the fact that Iowa always stood 
high in the number of members of the association is largely due to 
his efforts. He was an energetic and enthusiastic booster for the 
cause of the classics at all times and all places. But this energy 
and enthusiasm were tempered with a high degree of good taste 
and sense of propriety. 

He conceived the idea of marshaling and correlating the views 
of the leading thinkers in the scholastic and business world relative 
to the value of the classics in education. He believed that if the 
consensus of opinion revealed outstanding values these should be 
kept in view in the practice of teaching the classics. He spent two 
strenuous years on this task and discovered many interesting facts. 
He made a partial report of his findings at the first Nashville meet- 
ing. But the task was endless and was never finished. 

To refute the insidious propaganda of those who were con- 
stantly asserting that "Latin is going out," he organized through 
the Extension Department an annual census of the pupils studying 
Latin in the high schools of the state. The results from year to 
year have shown gratifying gains. 

I think that the course which he liked best to give was his course 
on Roman Private Life. He consistently refused to open this 
except to our most advanced Latin students. In this course the 
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students worked from the sources in the original. His interest in 
private life was projected downward. In response to numerous 
appeals for lantern slides to enrich the teaching of Latin in the high 
schools he prepared several series of slides illustrating Roman life 
and provided each with appropriate readings in English on the 
subject. These slides are circulated through the state by the 
Extension Department, and several duplicate sets have been in 
constant demand. 

It was in these practical ways that his life-work was constantly 
and widely felt. But his most permanent work was his text for 
second-year Latin, Caesar in Gaul, which he recently published 
with Professor D'Ooge as collaborator. 

During the past year he had formulated a project to organize the 
Latin teachers in the state for better co-operation and efficiency. 
The first step was taken last spring in a notable conference of the 
teachers of the state held at Iowa City. 

For the past ten years he has been associate editor of the 
Classical Journal, representing the territory west of the Mississippi 
in the department of Current Events. Many who knew him in 
no other way remember him as a most fluent orator. Every year 
he had a long list of appointments as a commencement speaker, 
and through this means his influence was extended widely in the 
educational world. He had a poet's heart, and many of his closer 
friends cherish charming verses, which he seemed to write as natu- 
rally as his favorite, Ovid. 

He had an indomitable faith in the value of the classics, and 
fortunate were those students to whom under his inspiring leader- 
ship in the classroom the strength and beauty of the ancient litera- 
tures were revealed. 

His whole heart was in the work and mission of the Classical 
Association. Aside from this he was a member of the American 
Philological Association, the American Association of University 
Professors, and was one of the organizers and most active members 
of the Walt Whitman Club of Iowa. 

Frederick Carlos Eastman was born at Medalia, Ohio, July 20, 
i860. He was graduated from Baldwin- Wallace College in 1884. 
The M.A. degree was conferred in 1887 by the same institution. 
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Upper Iowa University at Fayette honored him with the degree of 
Ph.D. in 1893. His whole active life was devoted to the teaching 
of Latin and Greek. Immediately after his graduation from college 
in 1884 he taught one year at Claflin University, Orangeburg, 
South Carolina. It was in this year that he married Charlotte 
Whitney, who with their three daughters survives him. Then he 
was at the Dakotah Wesleyan University at Mitchell, South 
Dakota, for three years. In 1888 he came to the state of Iowa 
as professor of Latin and Greek in Upper Iowa University, where he 
remained for, ten years. From 1898 to 1907 he was at the State 
Teachers College at Cedar Falls. He became head of the Latin 
department in the State University of Iowa in 1907. He was in the 
full prime of life with the most favorable prospects for the future 
when his sudden death saddened the whole community. 

Franklin H. Potter 
State University of Iowa 



